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OLD CAHAWBA’S STORY

In 1819, Cahawba, Alabama’s first state capital, was
carved out of the wilderness. Ironically, it was built
upon the remains of an earlier ghost town, a 16th
century Mississippian Indian village. Alabama’s
governor incorporated these ancient earthworks
into the centerpiece of the capital city.

Alabama’s capital was moved to Tuscaloosa in 1826,
but Cahawba survived as a county seat, and grew
into a very wealthy antebellum river town - a place
dependant on cotton and slavery. During the Civil
War, thousands of Union soldiers were held captive
at Cahawba. After the war, Cahawba briefly became
a refuge for newly emancipated slaves, but then
suddenly and mysteriously this historic town was
abandoned.

Today, Cahawba is an important archaeological site
and an authentic ghost town with picturesque ruins
and rare natural features.

Don't be surprised if you imagine ghostly shapes
wandering among the moss-covered ruins. Former
resident Anna Gayle Fry predicted that “Cahawba,
like che ghost of the past, would never be still.”

So take some time out of your busy schedule to
roam Cahawba’s abandoned streets. View the
crumbling ruins and contemplate the mysterious
disappearance of Alabama’s first capital and the
transient nature of human endeavor. You might
leave with a new perspective on your own life.
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THE PArk VisiTorR CENTER IS OPEN
12 pm TO 5 PM THURS-SUN

THE GROUNDS ARE OPEN

9 AM TO 5 PM DAILY

Group Tours are available during
morning hours,
by advance reservation only.

For more information,

see the staff in the visitor center,
or call (334) 872-8058.

www.ahc.alabama.gov
www.cahawba.org

ME *mm,mmm_cx
www.facebook.com/oldcahawba

Old Cahawba Archaeological
Park is a property of the
Alabama Historical

Commission, State of Alabama.
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INSIDE.:

Walking or riding abike [
18 healthy exercise and

« Clues to

ide your
the best way to explore m% ot
Cahawba’s relic landscape. discovery

FREE BIKES!

Regions Bank and a grant through the Alabama Department
of Public Health has made a limited number of bicycles
available for use in the park, on a first come, first served basis.



EIGHTH NORTH STREET

SEVENTH NORTH STREET
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8 XTH NORTH STREET

FIFTH NORTH STREET

FOURTH NORTH STREET

ASH STREET

THIRD NORTH STREET

BEECH STREET
PINE STREET

ROADS OPEN FOR 'TRAVEL

CHESTNUT STREET

SECOND NORTH STREET

STREET
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- Read the Landscape
Like a Book

Explorers, as you bike or hike, keep your
eyes open for ruins that are scattered
throughout the park. Columns, chimneys,
sunken basements, traces of old roadbeds,
artesian wells, earthen embankments,
tombstones and ditches are all clues to
Cahawba’s past. The trail map inside this
brochure will guide you to many of these,
but there are other clues embedded in the
landscape throughout the parkthat you
might find. For example: |

— Penciling”

This was a common practice used by brick masons

in the early 19th century to protect and enhance the
appearance of their work. They would paint a thick
white line over their mortar joints to make handmade
bricks look more uniform. This is a clue that machine
made bricks were not available.

Some of Cahawba’s “penciling” has vanished due
to inappropriate repairs over the years. The rest is

weathered, but if you are a persistent explorer, you will
find some authentic “penciling” among the ruins.

Living Artifacts

It may look like nature has reclaimed this historic place
but instead you are surrounded by living artifacts that
were brought here by early settlers. A plant identification
guide in your bicycle basket, backpack or smart phone
could help you find the many plants at Cahawba that
originated in far away places, like roses, daffodils, crepe
myrtles, wisteria and privet. Here are just two examples
to get you started:
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— Chinaberry Trees

An early town ordinance
required all residents to
plant shade trees between
the brick sidewalks and the
streets. Most chose to plant
fast growing chinaberry trees
(Melia azederack) which were
imported from Asia.

— Osage Orange

To keep animals out of the town gravevard and
elsewhere, Osage oranges (Maclura pomifera) were
brought from Texas and planted in large numbers to
create living hedge fences. Today only a few of these
hedges are still with us, and they have grown into
trees. Look for their grapefruit-sized fleshy fruit in
the lare summer and fall. Local lore maintains that
this fruit repels cockroaches and silverfish.

Cemetery Inscriptions

Here are actual messages from Cahawba’s histaric
residents intentionally left behind for you!

They will tell you if
the departed was a
“beloved wife,” a war
hero, a good Christian,
or if she just “done
what she could.”

Search for gravestones
with the names of
Cahawba’s stone
carvers inscribed on
them. These signatures
are most often found at
the bottom right corner
of the stone marker.
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Old Cahawba is an Archaeological Preserve

Exploring is Encouraged.

Metal Detecting and
Digging are Forbidden.

If you discover an artifact during your explorations,
please leave it where found it. In archaeology;
like crime seene investigation, it 15 the context of
an item that reveals the true story. Thoughtless

removing an artifact destroys evidence.

The best thing you can do is to note the artifact’s
location (make a sketch map if you can) and take a

picture if you h
to park staff.

nera. Then report nd




